
Feedback: 
This answer would get 8/8 marks because the pupil has given a complex
explanation of importance with detailed knowledge and understanding. 
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Question: 
Explain what was important about the defeat of the Spanish Armada in
1588.                                                                                                                    (8 marks) 

Answer: 
The defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 was a significant turning point for
Elizabethan England, with far-reaching implications for both national pride
and international relations. Philip II of Spain launched the Armada with the
intent of overthrowing Elizabeth I and reinstating Catholicism in England.
The English fleet, led by commanders such as Lord Howard of Effingham
and Sir Francis Drake, employed innovative naval tactics, including the use
of smaller, more agile ships that outmaneuvered the larger Spanish
galleons. The pivotal Battle of Gravelines, where English fire ships caused
chaos within the Spanish ranks, exemplified this strategic ingenuity. The
Armada’s defeat not only protected England from invasion but also instilled
a sense of national pride and unity among its citizens, strengthening
Elizabeth's authority as a leader.

In addition to its immediate military significance, the defeat of the Armada
altered the balance of power in Europe, marking the decline of Spanish
dominance and the rise of England as a formidable maritime power. This
victory opened the door for England to expand its influence through
exploration and colonization, paving the way for future ventures in the
Americas and the establishment of trade networks. Furthermore, the defeat
reinforced Protestant identity in England, as the victory was perceived as a
triumph over Catholic oppression. This outcome heightened tensions
between Catholics and Protestants, ultimately leading to increased
persecution of Catholics in England. Thus, the defeat of the Spanish Armada
was crucial not only for safeguarding England but also for shaping its
national identity and future as a global power.
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