Grade 9 Answer
Explain Importance

Question:
Explain what was important about Edward I's establishment of ‘The Model
Parliament’ in 1295. (8 marks)

Answer:

Edward I's establishment of ‘The Model Parliament’ in 1295 was a significant
turning point in the development of English governance and the relationship
between the monarchy and its subjects. This parliament included not just the
nobility and clergy, but also representatives from towns and counties,
marking the first time commoners were given a voice in the legislative
process. This inclusivity demonstrated Edward’s recognition of the
importance of wider representation in governance, as he sought to raise
funds for his military campaigns, particularly in Scotland. By involving
various social classes, Edward aimed to legitimize his rule and foster support
for his policies, particularly in light of the financial burdens placed on the
populace due to taxation.

Furthermore, the Model Parliament had lasting implications for the evolution
of parliamentary democracy in England. It set a precedent for future
parliaments, influencing the structure and function of legislative bodies. The
inclusion of commoners laid the groundwork for the development of the
House of Commons, as it highlighted the significance of local interests in
national decision-making. Additionally, Edward I's call for this model
illustrated his strategic leadership in addressing issues of governance,
justice, and taxation. Overall, the establishment of the Model Parliament
was important not only for its immediate purpose of securing funds but also
for its role in shaping the political landscape of England, promoting a more
participatory approach to governance that would evolve in the centuries to
follow.

This answer would get 8/8 marks because the pupil has given a complex
explanation of importance with detailed knowledge and understanding.
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